
 

 

Dear Icthus Friends,        March 20, 2020 

 

I hope that you are doing well.  I'm praying for you and other Icthus Amigos during this 

time when so many of us are stressed about the corona virus.   

 

This virus has challenged Icthus leaders and me with how to help 12,000 kids take 

preventative measures and be safe in 15 countries and how to continue ministering to 

them.   

 

Over these past 2 weeks, all of us in Icthus have been have challenged with the arrival of 

the Corona virus in Latin America.  My International Coordination team and I have been in 

constant contact with country leaders.   

 

We are seeking Gods guidance, wisdom and resources.  Funds are needed to keep going.  

 

As a result, I’m asking you if you will help again as you’ve done in the past to provide 

ministry to the kids through your gifts?   

 

The virus is still relatively new in Latin America.  Based on what you and I have seen here 

in the USA, we can expect the situation to become far worse within the next two weeks.  It 

will impact all Icthus children, their families, and their churches.   

 

I just talked to leaders from 4 countries.  Here’s what they shared: 

 

HONDURAS:  Pamela Hernandez said she is concerned for her parents who have 

health issues.  The Honduras government has requested that meetings of 50 or 

more people be postponed.  Many churches are starting to cancel services and 

other meetings.  In the days ahead this will affect Icthus groups.  

 

CHILE:  Deysi de Parra said that they are doing ok.  There are cases of the virus in 

Santiago, the Capital about 8 hours north.  They have had one case so far in their 

region.  They are depending on the Lord.  The government is implementing 

measures to slow the virus.   

 

NICARAGUA:  Richard Velasquez said that there has been one death due to the 

virus reported.  They are taking precautions and working with the Icthus groups.  

They are using the training materials we provided with the groups.     

 

COSTA RICA:  Genyor Chacon said they are concerned and are counting on the 

Lord for protection.  They’re staying in contact with the Icthus groups and 

providing the training materials on protecting oneself, such as maintaining 

“social distance.”   

 

 

Here’s what the International Coordinating Team and I are doing to help.   



 

PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS:  Over this past week we've encourage 

the national leaders to take precautions and provided them with 

dependable sources of information.  Ester Ramos, one team member, 

researched and designed easy to understand infographics to share 

with the Icthus group.  We've prepared an official communique to 

pastors and Icthus guides encouraging them to teach basic hygiene to 

the kids.  We are warning them to disregard rumors. 

 

On Friday we sent out a lesson plan to all the groups to teach all the kids, ages 4 through 17, 

basic hygiene rules and to remember God's love for them and not to be worried.  They are 

memorizing some key Bible verses.  One of the verses is:    

 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, 

with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which 

transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus”. Philippians 4:6-7 

 

You and I have never faced anything like this before.  We can count on the Lord and seek 

His wisdom to help us meet this challenge.     

 

In a few days I’ll be calling all Icthus leaders to join me in a video consultation so we can 

plan how to continue ministering to kids even though they can’t have their weekly 

meetings.   There are many ways that we’ve already been discussing.  Technology is one 

thing we’ll be using, but it is much more limited in Latin America as we are working in 

many poor communities.  The Icthus leaders are very creative.  I’m confident they will find 

effect ways to help kids and families.  

 

I am counting on the prayers and support of 

Icthus Amigos like you to help keep ministry to 

children and youth going during this difficult 

time.   I expect that life will be very difficult for 

kids and their families.  I hope you’ll join us as 

we find creative strategies to help the kids and 

as we prepare materials for their leaders.  Your 

help will encourage and guide the children 

through these difficult times. 

 

Individual gifts will be very appreciated.  

Monthly gifts help even more to sustain continuity.   Please help children face and grow 

through the onslaught of this virus as it spreads in Latin America.   

 

To provide Icthus ministry to a child takes only $15 for a year or $1.25 a month.  However, 

whatever you can give whether it be $30, $100, $200 or more will make a difference.  

 

Thank you and may the Lord protect and bless you, 

 


