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The first-ever National
Justice Conference took place
on September 5, 2019. About
500 people attended the
conference, put on by IJM in
collaboration with the Bible
Society of Ghana. The
attendees included
dignitaries such as the
Second Lady of Ghana, H.E.
Hajia Mrs. Samira Bawumia,
The Deputy Minister of
Gender, Children and Social
Protection, Hon. Freda
Prempeh, Rt. Rev. Dr. Hilliard
Dogbe, Aps. Prof. Opoku
Onyinah, Rev. Dr. Setri Yomi,
and Her Ladyship Justice
Georgina Mensah-Datsa.

Apostle Onyinah stated, "we
should speak up for the
voiceless and act on their
behalf."
Leaders identified the issue of
child trafficking and some of
the critical challenges in the
fight against it. These include
the overall denial that
trafficking happens, an
inadequate budgetary
allocation, potential inference
in cases, and insufficient
implementation of preexisting
laws. The country’s Second
Lady said, "Collectively, we
must create a world where
social justice is guaranteed and
all young people free. 

The theme of the conference was
'"Social Justice: Key to National
Development." Influential leaders
stood in front of the large audience
and not only acknowledged that
human trafficking on the Volta Lake
happens, but it must be stopped.
The people of Ghana have to work
together to end trafficking and fight
for justice for the children on the
lake. Not only because it is a good
thing to do, not just because it will
be a benefit development in Ghana,
but because justice is a command
from God, according to Bishop
Dogbe. The Church cannot sit idly
by while human trafficking takes
place in Ghana. We must rely on the
power of God as we boldly fight
against injustice. 

"The government of

Ghana has taken

significant steps to

address the issue of

human-trafficking." 

 

H.E. Hajia Mrs. Samira

Bawumia



Justice Georgina Mensah-
Datsa believes, all players
and participants in the
justice system must do their
job effectively for the
system to move at a quick
pace and deliver justice.
 
Snacks, networking, and a
photo booth took place in
between sessions. The IJM
booth was also
overwhelmed with
the number of people
flocking to the table to sign
up to volunteer, be a prayer
partner, and host a Freedom
Sunday.
 
One of the most impactful
moments of the
conference was the closing
session. Participants shared
final thoughts and
steps they were going to
take based on the
information they learned. 

The conference included a
panel of experts and two
breakout sessions. The first
breakout session was titled
“Biblical Justice” and was led
by Rev. Dr. Setri Yomi, Jon
Good, Chaz Nichols, Rev.
Kingsley Kwayisi. The main
discussion of the session was
that the theme of justice in
the Bible cannot be ignored.
Justice stems from God;
therefore, injustice is sinful.
 
The second breakout session
was titled “Challenges in the
Justice System” led byJustice
Georgina Mensah-Datsa and
attorney Rita Kunkuti Ali.
Energetic discussion took
place. The key points were that
the majority of the judiciary
are trained and can deliver
justice effectively; however,
sometimes due process isn’t
followed and external powers
cause delays. A country will
not have the capacity to
develop if the justice system is
not functioning. 

The event resonated with even the
youngest in attendance. One high
school student said she and her
friends made a vow to stand
against the injustices they see
everyday.
 
The conference was considered
impactful and important by Hon.
Freda Prempeh,
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The day was a success, made
evident not just by the
number of people that attended,
but by the pressing question the
attendees asked as they left the
conference, “will this be
happening next year?” P A G E  2
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"I believe this conference

will empower participants

to become advocates of

justice within their

communities and it will

start a national

conversation on social

justice."
 




