
Isaiah 28:14-29 
A Bible Study written by Jeff Myers 

 
Christ be with you. 
Let’s walk through God’s word together. 
 
First, ask the Lord to settle your thoughts in order to listen to His voice. 
Next, read the passage. 
From memory, recall everything you just read. 
 
Then, read it a second time. 
What is the Lord sharing with you? 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 
Here’s the broad theology of Isaiah: 
Isaiah, during his time as a prophet of Israel, was perhaps the most influential voice to the 
people. He communicated God’s word regarding their present circumstances and often stood 
opposed to public opinion and the deciding courts of the nation. Like many prophets, he 
probably didn’t love his job! 
 
He’ll be continually frustrated as a prophet. He is oppressed by the awful holiness of the LORD 
and the by the depth of national sin. From the moment of his being called as a prophet, Isaiah 
knew he would be the bearer of a message of judgment. This would not be fun. Take a moment 
and read chapter 6 to get the background of Isaiah’s call and mission as a prophet.  
 
The unjust judges who rob the helpless of their rights (see 3:13-15) and the decadence of the 
upper class who are concerned only for material pleasures (3:16-4:1) brings Isaiah to issue 
harsh denouncements of his kingdom. Therefore, the LORD—the Holy One of Israel, as Isaiah 
often calls Him—will bring judgment using Assyria as His instrument. 
 
Nonetheless, there is hope in this judgment. Isaiah’s doctrine of God was far too vast for him to 
suppose that the nation’s dereliction could frustrate the divine purpose and cancel the LORD’s 
promises. Isaiah knew that God had promised to David (2 Samuel 7) that a righteous king would 
come to rule the nations with perfect peace. That king would come from David’s own family. In 
hope of this promise and that the LORD was in control of all events, he prophesied that in the 
midst of judgment a remnant would return to the LORD. He even named one of his sons 
according to this hope: Shear-jashub—“a remnant will return/repent”. (Those of you who are 
relieved to dodge having this printed on your birth certificate, it could have been worse: Shear-
jashub’s brother got the name Maher-shalal-hash-baz!) 
 
So, throughout Isaiah’s prophecies of judgment, one can always find this hope: God is using this 
productively to teach his people and turn their eyes upon him. Therefore, this judgment acts as 
discipline. It is corrective, not ultimately destructive for those who put their hope in Him. 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Now, what’s the immediate context? 
Isaiah was called by God as a prophet in the year of King Uzziah’s death (742 BC). Remember 
that since 930 BC, the nation of Israel has been split into two kingdoms: Israel (sometimes 
called Ephraim) in the north, and Judah in the south. (See Map on last page of this study.) 
Because of this, quite often Isaiah is speaking to a southern king in Judah about the 
circumstances of the northern kingdom. For example: “Hey Judah! Let’s learn from the mistakes 
of our northern brothers and sisters and turn to the Lord, eh? Whaddaya say?” (my 
paraphrase). During Isaiah’s career, he will see the northern kingdom’s capital, Samaria, fall to 
their enemies to the East: Assyria (720 BC). 
 
At this point in chapter 28, the Assyrian army under Tiglath-Pileser III has destroyed the 
northern kingdom and its capital. The rule had passed to Sargon V of Assyria, but at Sargon’s 
death a rebellion broke out in Judah. In 705, the leaders of Judah had made a covenant with 
Egypt for help against Assyria. Rather than looking to the Holy One of Israel for help and 
security, trusting that even in overt judgment He was still to be loved and feared, they “made a 
covenant with death and an agreement with Sheol” (28:15). Isaiah would not acquiesce on this: 
making alliances based on the cleverness of humans rather than trust in the LORD could never 
provide the nation with security. Instead, “In returning and rest you shall be saved, in quietness 
and trust shall be your strength” (30:15). The reason that the nation was in distress was not 
because of the promises to King David weren’t true, but because they had not been believed!  
 
Isaiah is confident of the LORD’s covenant faithfulness to his people. The oppression that comes 
at the hands of the Assyrians is not indication that the LORD has abandoned his covenant to be 
with his people, bless them, and rule a kingdom of peace. Rather, Assyrian oppression is the 
chastisement that prepares his people for these promises; it is purifying discipline. Therefore, 
those who receive Isaiah’s message could never regard the nation’s humiliation as the LORD’s 
failure, but as the exhibition of His sovereign and righteous power. 
 
“Therefore the Lord declares, the LORD of hosts, the Mighty One of Israel: “Ah, I will get relief 
from my enemies and avenge myself on my foes. I will turn my hand against you and will smelt 
away your dross as with lye and remove all your alloy. And I will restore your judges as at the 
first, and your counselors as at the beginning. Afterward you shall be called the city of 
righteousness, the faithful city.”     -Isaiah 1:24-26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Looking closely at the passage… 
In verse 14, how does Isaiah describe the attitude of the leaders of Judah? (For more context, 
read 28:7; 29:15; 30:9-11) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do verses 15-18 describe the outcome of the rulers’ “false shelters”? What does God 
intend to reveal about Himself in the midst of this “overwhelming scourge”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In verses 19-22, what will be the experience of those looking for rest and safety in the treaty 
with Egypt? What will be their reaction to the work and word of the LORD? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What hope can be found in verses 23-29? How does the reiterated mercy of God relate to this 
passage (see 30:15)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you were to summarize the basic message of Isaiah 28:14-29 to our own culture, how would 
you put it in a few sentences? 
 
 
 



Read these key passages for understanding the imagery of “cornerstone” assigned to Jesus 
Christ: Matthew 21:41-46; Acts 4:10-12; Romans 9:30-33; Ephesians 2:19-21; 1 Peter 2:4-8. 
How do these passages warn us and reassure us? To the one who has faith in Him, Jesus is the 
precious, foundational cornerstone; to those who do not have faith, Jesus is the rock of 
stumbling. 
 
 
Talk to God about this precious cornerstone of Jesus Christ. 
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